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~* 1, Between 17 September and 16 November 1
‘maneuvers of the Third Shock Army were received
The
information was forwarded in 64 military reports, which are swmmarized and eveluated
as followss
The exercise which, including the movements to and from the exercise ares, lasted

from 25 September to 7 October 1954 , developed in four phases:

1l - 27 September Advence shipments of directing headquarters and engineer
(paragraph 2) units
25 = 28 September Arrival in the Wiesenburg-Belzig-Brueck assembly area of the
(paregraph 3) attack party (reinforced IX Mzt Rifle Corps)
29 - 3 October Development of the exercise from the southeast (Altengrabow
(paragraph 4) training grounds) toward the northwest (Letzling Heath) with
crossing of the Elbe River,
4 = 7 October Return shipments to the posts from the Letzling Heath area.

(paragraph 5)

2+ Advance shipments of the directing headquarters and engineer units of GSFG and the
Second and Fourth Gds Msch Army to the exercise area between 1 and 17 September
includeds
6 small shipments of signal units of the Eighth Gds Army (from Apolda to Wiesenburg),
the First Gds Mecz Army (from Dresden to Wiesenburg), the HQ GSFG (from Wuensdorf to
Altengrabow and Hoetensleben), the Third Gds Mecz Army (from Trebbin to Altengrabow)
and the Fourth Gds Mecz Army (from Eberswalde to Colbitz). These units were probably
to prepare signal communications for the directing headquarters. Radio monitoring
detalls were possibly employed on the zonal border near Hoetensleben west of
Magdeburg. Engineer units moved to Altengrabow and the Elbe section between Burg and
Ferchland (Jerichow ?).
Between 12 and 19 September, the following shipments went to Altengrabow:
4 shipments of units of the engineer regiment Bernburg of the GSFG and one shipment
each of elements of the 224 Gds Engr Bn of the 6th Gds Mecz Div, the 90th Gds Engr Ba
of the 9th Gds Tank Div and the 205th Engr Bn of the 12th Gds Tank Div,
Between 11 and 27 Septemberi the following shipments went to the above mentioned Elbe
section:
Engr Regt Bernburg: elements with amphibious vehicles from Speremberg to Guesen (3
ah. nts, in addition to 1 shipment with amphibious vehicles frem
y i), b cait G S e
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880 Bagr Regt/Second Gds Mecz Army (2 shipments); 25X1
3 Bagr Regt/Fourth Gds Mech Army (2 shipments);
dngr By/IX Mtz Rifle Corps (1 shipment);
Unidemtified engineer units (4 shimontss;

38 Bridge Bldg Regt of the GSFG  from Magdeburg by road.
Thus, 20 shipments of engineer units of the Second and Fourth Gds Mecz Armies and
the two engineer regiments of the GSFG were cbservell en route to the exercise area,.
8ince, in addition to these.units, engineer units of the.Third Shock Army,
engineer units of the Elghth Gds Army and the 7th Gds Tank Div which were observed
during their departure also participated in the exercise, a total of appreximately
30 engineer battalions is believed to have been empleyed. This iands 1o indigate
that the employment of engineer units was one of the main problems of the exercise.
For details, see paragraph 4 d.
Between 12 and 22 Sgptubg,w fuel supply base,which

s supplied from l'hgdeburg’una prepared by the Third Shock Army in the St, el per

Forst east of Jueterboge

8 September, the attack party (Red Party) assembled in the
k area, Armeared elements arrived frem pests and treinmimg -
et whasied elangnts Yy reed, Thehrgedisbmusmuﬁbaﬂ

|
&

mm-—uum-—m-—.y

Corps units of the IX Mtz Rifle Corps from Schwerin;
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Div from Schwerin, Wiemar and Ha.genow, with some of the units
proceeding west of the Elbe River via. Wolmirstedt-Magdeburg toward the east s.nd
other units proeeeding via PerlebergeKyritz toward the south;
18th Mecz Div from the Wittsteck training grounds via Nauen-Brandenburg;
25th Gds RL Brig from Rathenow;
33 Gds AT Brig from Rostock via Friesack-Nauen~Brandenburg;
4th AT Brig from Prora/Ruegen via Kyritz-Nauen-Brandenburg;
324 AAA Div from Frankfurt/Oder and Fuestrin; and, probably, light units of the
elements of the 6th Arty Div, the 34th Arty D:lv and army artillery units of the
Third Shock Army stationed in Altengrabow.

be The following rail shipments to the exercise area of units of the Third Shock
krmy and the IV Arty Corps were reported by seven sources:

Unit Entraining Area Number of 25X1
Shipments
34th Arty Div Potsdam 4
Arty Units/Third Altengrabow 3
Shock Army and/or
IV Arty Cor
Army Units/Third Jaevenitz ) 2
Shock Army : L Wedur
Asgwkuﬁ-:;mrd Cd ' ?; ! ILLEGIB
o L
Army Units/Third Vinzelberg 3
Shock Army
Arty Units/Third Altengrabow 1
Shock Army and/or
IV Arty Co
Arty Units%:ird Altengrabow 1
Shock Army and/or
N Arty Corps
18th Meez Div Dranse 1l
18th Mecz Div Dranse 3
SECRET, \ 25X1
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Unit Entraining Ares Number of
Shipments
4th Gds Arty Brig/  Schwerin 4
IX Mtz Rifle Corps
and/or 94th Gds Mtz
Rifle Div
94th Gds Mtz Bagenow 2
Rifle Div
10th Gds RL Regt/ Guestrow 2
IX Mtz Rifle Corps
18th Mecz fiv Wittstock 1
18th Meez Div Dranse 12
Corps Units/IX Mtz  Schwerin 2
Rifle Corps and/or
9,th Gds Mtz Rifle
Div
18th Mecz Div Dranse-Parchim 2
9/th Gds Mtz Rifle Schwerin 1
Div
9,th Gds Mtz Rifle Schwerin 3
Div anft/or 4th Gds
Arty Brig - -
18th Mecz Div Desnse 2
9,th Gds Mtz Rifle Schwerin 1l
Div
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Hagenow 1
Div
18th Mecz Div Dranse-Parchim 2
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Schwerin 1
Div
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Hagenow 1
Div
94th Gds Mtz Rifle  Schwerin )
Div Hagenow ) 1
(Wismar)
Army Units/Third Magdeburg 1
Shock Army or 19th
Gds Meez Div
Army Units/Third Hillersleben 7
Shock Army or 19th
Gds Mecz Div
64
Including the 20 engineer shipments, a tokal of & rail shipmenls were observed
arriving in the exercise area. Forty-two gments involved wadbts of the IX Mtz
Rifle Corps, and 22 shipments unite of tg Shock Army end the IV Arty Corpse
On 29 Septemb elements of the 56th ratis Wapt of MR GSFG transferred|to
A tengrabowe Observations at the post tended to indicate that units of the 66th Sig
Regt of the GSFG from Potsdam-Stahnsdorf also participated in the exercise,

»
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In the evening of %gg@m ccEbat stemerts of the following units which belonged
to the Red (Attack) Party were apparently located in the area southeast of the

Altengrabow training grounds:
Third Shock Army: 3d Gds AAA Div and other army units inckuding 44th Army Arty Brig

20th Army AT Brig
IX Mtz Rifle Corps: 4th Gds Arty Brig
10tk Gds RL Regt

an AAX Regt
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Div
18th Mecz Div
IV Arty Corpes 6th Arty Div without 12,th Hv How Brig

34th Arty Div with all brigades
25th Gds RL Brig

34 Gds AT Brig

4th AT Brig

324 AAA Div

ce The concentration of the defense party (White Party) was accomplished rather
unobtrusively as a result of the lecation of the defense positions, The LXXIX Mtz
Rifle Corps had only to move the 19th Gds Mecz Div and the 207th Mtz Rifle Div from
the summer camps in the Letzling Heath and the Magdeburg and Stendal posts to:the
Elbe River. These movements were made at night and by road so that the participating
units could not be identified. Observations from the posts, however, indicated that
units of the 19th Gds Mecz Div from Magdeburg perticipated in a withdrawal exercise
in the Flbe section north of Burg about 1 Qetober; and | ‘the 25X1
evacuation of the summer camps of the two divisions in the Letzling Heath between

| | 24 and 26 Septembers The date of the return of the unitsywhich, in some cases,as
observed prior to the general termination of the exercide, also agreed with the

1\

\ assumption that these units participated in the exercisese | \
A
\_lThace, however, the Altengrabow area presumably was the first objective of 25X1
attack of the Red Party, it is assumed that units of the White Party, possibly of
the 136th Hv Gds Tank SP Regt of the Third Shock Army or tank units of the 19th
Gds Mecz Div were transferred to the Altengrabow area for employment in the defense.
For information on the employment of engineer units with the White Farty, see
paragraph 4 a.

L. The exercise proper developed in three phases. During the first phese the attack party
probably advanced through & deep obstacle zone (Altengrabow training grounds) and the
defense party withdrew mcross the Elbe River. During the second phase, the Elbe River
was crossed by the attack party and, during the third phase, the defense party was
destroyed west of the Elbe River in the east section of Letzling Heath. In detail, the
following observabions were made?

ae On 12 and 19 September, major elements of the engineer regiment Bernmburg of the GSFG
and engineer elements of the Second and Fourth Gds Mecz Armlies, transferred to
Altengrabow (see Annex 2), The construction of tent camps which probably were to
quarter these units had been observed northwest of Altengrabow as early as 2
September, According to date of arrival and location of assembly area, 1t 1s
assumed that the engineer units had to prepare an obstacle zone in the area of the
Altengrabow training grounds. The area was probably occupied by the engineer units
and elements from Hillersleben. After the attack party had passed the obstacle zone,
the engineer units were attached to the Red Party and were probably employed on the
Blbe River. This assumption is supperted by the entraining of these units west of
the Elbe River after the exerciseo
The ¥hite Party was located in defense positions west of the Elbe River betwéen
Buch and Rogaetz, with security details in the Altengrabow area and as far forward
as the general line éast of Thle Canal. Tt fm believed thet, in regard to the locatiom
of their posts, the 207th Mtz Rifle Div was employed northwardiin the Buch-Bittkau

area and the 19th Gds Mecz Div southward in the Neu-Derbe te area. The first
mentioned division asSembled Its tanks In the 4rea southwesh Buch, apparently as
reserve,
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be The Red Party apparently was to break through an obstacle zone with reinforced

Ce

de

positions in the Altengrabow area, to prevent a néw resistance east of the
Elbe River by a swift pursuit and erossing of the Elbe River, and to destroy
the enemy group west of the river., )

\ — 25X1

L |

According to the entraining areas after the termination of the exercise, the

18th Gds Mecz Div may have been employed at the right and the 94th Gds Mtz Rifle
Div at the left. The boundary between the units probably ran 1 via Neu-Derben~
Birkholz-Tangerhette~south of Gardelegen \
/ - |end the left boundary ran via Burg-north of Colbitz-Born,
Taformation on the loading stations also indicated that the two AT brigades of 25X1
the IV Arty Corps were attached to the right attack group (tanks near Buch),

The Red Party was equipred with approximately 1,000 guns including rocket
launchers and mortars (excluding light mortars). With the initial frontage

being estimated at approximately & km (4 km for each division), the passing

of the obstacle zone was supported by heavy artillery employment (125 barrels

per front lm)o

\ ]

L [ The first elements of the attack
party presumably reached the Elbe River on 1 October, the third day of the 25X1
exercise, at a speed of 15 lan per day. After the break-through through the
obstacle zone, the attack frontage of the corps cannot have been identical
with the width of the defense line (30 lm) of the White Party. It is therefore
assumed that the attack concentrated on two points and, without regard to
remaining enemy groups, proceeded northwestward. The first elements of the Red
Party probably crossed the river on 1 October whereas the bulk of the Red Party
presumably followed during the night of 1/2 October after river crossing sites
had been prepared. (Compare with paragraph 4 d)o

Tn the morning of 1 Oectober, there were fights on the Ihle Canal during which a
wooden bridge which had been constrwsted across the Dammkrone Canal by engineer
units north of Burg neer Parchau was blasted and & mine field south of the
canal was oded., At that time, the directing headquarters was probably

located 4n , wheré numercus belephone lines converged. Parchau had to
be vacated ofvilisgs for 2 days. A g, g
A11 ob indi ” river was crossed witheuly® MMQ: :

or after only ®wfhort ﬁ: %m_j_pmg‘ the emercise
with the destroying of ty in the area betwsen the Elbe Rtver amd
the Letzling Heath. Compare with paragraph 4 be

The employment of the engineer units can be retraced from information on the
unloading and loading sites. Only one bridge for heavy equipment could be
confirmed near Parchau-Kehnerte The early arrival of the engineers on the Elbe
River probably had two reasons:
first, the preparation of obstacles on either side of the river for the White
Party; and second, the preparation of river crossing sites, possibly including
bridge building practices, for the Red Party. This applies particularly to the
unit of the GSFG which, with approximetely 80 amphibious vehicles, practiced
with the new equipment in the Guesen area. On the basis of the assumption that
at least one crossing point for heavy equipment (tanks) and one auxiliary
croassing point for light equipiierit was needed in each division attack. section,
oTRedP Akt m and' capacity of enginsar wglle
: . A e, | d
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area possibly river crossing with ferries by engineer units from Bernburg and
"the IX Mtz Rifle Corps from Schuarir (The crossing points, mentioned are all

— @8

and the amphibious unit from Sperenberg. It is fairly definitely belleved Ths
the erossing points were eovered by Ak guns. (324 AAR Div); the employment of the ™
AM regiment of the LXXIX Mtz Rifle Corps wes observed -in the Guesen aree. Special
neesures ageinst atemic weapons vewme not obsegved during the entire exercise, o
; . 3 Y o Ve ono a4 eS e - Axryrtuir ety T T W [ LS5 It 1= however
“bellsved that this large-sixls mineuver providéd for the employment of atomlc
\'i{aa.penns as it was also observed during the 1954 fall maneuvers of the 12th Gds
ank “iv,
es The forces of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army were of great importance during the
maneuver. It is believed that the following units participateds
Ground attack division Brandenburg

Fighter divisions Merseburg, Grossenhain and Zerbst
Reconnaissance Regt Koethen .?Hi(.‘v-l5)

and Artillery Obser-

vation regiment Zerbst (I1=10)

Bomber regiment Werneuchen and Briesen

Transport units

The following units were transferred in connection with their employments:
Ground attack regiment Brandenburg-Briest to Doeberitz

Fighter regiment Merseburg to Dessau

Fighter regiment to Brandenburg-Briest

The ground attack units were employed in formations of up to 36 Il=10s with fighter
escort, with the employment area moving westward to the Letzling Heath area during
the exercise. Bomber units were employed at a strength of up to 27 I1-28s with
fighter escorte MiG-15s, in addition to their reconnaissance and escort duties,
participated in groumwd fightse A cembined employment of fighters, ground attack
planes and transport planes from i eberitz area toward Le%zling Heath was
observed on 3 October. The number of 30 to 50 transpert planes tends to indicate

that parachute troops were employed in the final phase of the exercise. The origin

of the transport units cannot be determined. Since the transport regiments stationed
at the Neubrandenburg and Schoenefeld airfields were not absent from their fields
during the period concerned, it is believed that the participating transport units
came from outside the zone. This was also observed in preceding yearse Po~2 planes
were repeatedly employed over the exercise area, probably as artillery observation
planes, Five helicopters of type 36 were detached from the Neubrandenburg. transpert
regiment for the duration of the emercise., The helicopters were presumably to  25X1
serve gs means of transportation for wounded personnels o

f.(( - S
T - B

5, With the departure of first elements in the evening of 3 Oct the maneuver terminated
y in the Letzling Heath. A final phase in the Dolle area, whidirtyalmted Ww glw
N of air force units and, possibly, parachutgX troops, was apparently held in the presence
' of Mawehal ov, Army General Grechko, General Batov and the former German Field

Marshal Paujluse
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The bulk of the LXXIX Mtz Rifle Corps and wheeled elements of the other
units, with a few exceptions, left again by road on and after the evening
of 3 Octobers The return shipments of units of the Third Shock Army and the

observed

IV Arty Corps from the Letzling Heath area between 4 and 7 October, which were

Approved For Release 2008/07/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005800930008-1
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Unit WMtraining Number of 25X1
Area Shipments

34th Arty Div Tangerhuette 1
136th Gds Hv Hillersleben 3
Tank SP Regt/
Third Shock Army
304th Arty Brig/ Letzlingen 1
LXXIX (Mtz Rifle
Corps)
Zth-Army "Arty- Letzlingen 4
Brig/Third Shock
Army and/or 6th
Arty BDiv ?
6th Arty Div Mahlwinkel 1
34th Arty Div Tangerhuette 12
88th Engr Regt/  Jerichow 1
Second Gds Mecz
Army
18th Meocz Div Moehringen 1
6th Arty Div Mahlwinkel 2
3d Bngr Regt/ Jerichow 2
Fourth Gds Mecz
Army
88th Engr Regt/  Jerichow 1
2nd Gds Mecz
Army

224 Gds Engr Bn/ Vinzelberg 1
6th Gds Mecz Div
34th. Arty Div Tangerhuette 1
304th Arty Brig/ Letzlingen 1
LXXIX Mtz Rifle

Corps
Amphibious Vehicle Guesen 3
Unit Sperenberg
Engr ?/Bight Gds Gardelegen 1
Army -
205th Bngr Bn/12th Vinzelberg 1
Gds Tank Div

3@ Gds AT Brig/IV Tangermuende 1
Arty Corps’
AAA Regt/LXXIX Mtz Guesen 3
Rifle Corps
Army troops/Third Gerdelegen 1
Shock Army ‘
4th Gds Arty Brig/IX Mtz/ Mahlwinkel 4
Rifle Corps :
3d Gds AT Brig/  Tangermuende 2
IV Arty Corps
10th Gds RL Regt/ Letzlingen 2
IX Mtz Rifle Corps

25X1
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Unit Entraining Number of
_Area
18th Mecz Div Vinzelberg 2
3d Gds AT Tangermende 1
IV Arty Corpe
3d Gds AT Brig/ Tangermuende 1
IV Arty Corps
Army troops/Third Jaevenitz 2
Shock Army
Army troops/Third  Hillersleben 2
Shock Army
33d Tank Regt/18th Moehringen 2
Meez Div
18th Necz Biv Jaevenitz 2
Army troops/Third  Jaevenitz 1
Sheck Army
4th AT Prig/IV Tangermuende 1
Arty Corps
18th Mees Div Jaevenitz 2
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Gardelegen 1
Div
34 Gds AT Brig/ Tangermiende 1
IV Arty Corps
74th Tank SP Regt/94th Gardelegen 3
Gds Mtz Rifle Div
9j4th Gds Mtz Rifle Gardelegen 1l
Div
121st Gds Engr Bn/ Jaevenitz 2
7th Gds Tank Div
3243 RAA Div Stendal 5
59th Mecz Regt/ Jasvenitz 1
18th Meez Div
'33d Tank Regt/ Moehringen 2
18th Meecz Div
60th Meez Regt/18th Moehringen 4
Mecz Div
33d Tank Regt/18th Meehringen 2
Mecz Div
94th Gds Mtz Rifle Gardelegen 1
Div
58th Meez Regt/18th Vinzelberg 2
Meez Div
58th Weoz Regt/18th Vinzelberg 1
Mooz Div
119th Hv Gds Tank SP Vinzelberg 4
Regt/18th Meez Div
96
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The 96 return shipments are broken down as followst

IX Mtz Rifle Corps 37 shipments
IV Arty Corps 29 shipments

Army troops/Third Shock
Army and LXXIX Mtz

Rifle Corps 18 shipments

Engineer units of the
GSFG and various armles 12 shipments

There is no doubt that only part of the shipments were observed. The IX Mtz
Rifle Corps, for example, arrived om 42 trains and the engineer wnits on 20
trains, It is believed units involved left on approximately 110 25X1
trains. The fuel su Stuelper Forest returned to Magdeburg
between 3 3. and 24 October, the directing headquarters
returned to their posts aftér the dismantling of signal installations,
Equipment which was left en the Elbe River was shipped awey during the month
of October. | |

| 25X1

ble operational difficulties, particularly in the Magdeburg railroad
district. According to available information, railroad administration personnel
and FDJ members were employed as train pérsonnel,

Swmarizing, it can be said that the maneuvers of the Third Shock Army with regard
to their scale, duration and number of participating units can be compared only
with the 1952 fall maneuvers of the Eighth Gds Army. The importance of the maneuver
was s presense of WM doay Gemeral Grechko and otherss The
unity' ’ o - s " were tested and trained
in
a,e

an? untonding of red) shipmembey movemen®s % and from the assembly

b. Large-seale mavemswts wits en higinge and macedanised readsy it
organizatien of feel ’ 4 '
ce Defense of a river snd

de Defense of strong pointse

e. Pursuilt after break-through through a deep obstacle zonsg-without regard to
undestroyed enemy

f+ Crossing of a ri @enents under difficult conditions (fortificatioms,
obstacles, short !

ge Combined employment of aiF forte and ground units (ground attack planes,
artillery observation planes, parachuter troops) «

he Warfare under conditions presupposing the employment of atomic weapons.

.o

1ng actione

The location, scale and development of the meneuver was indicated by information
on the shipments to and from the assembly areas and was supplemented by personal

SECRET, 25X1

Approved For Release 2008/07/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005800930008-1



Approved For Release 2008/07/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005800930008-1

SECRET;

- 10 =

observations by the various sources. However, these observations which,
because of strict security measures, were made from the border of the
maneuver area, did not allow any conclusions as to combat tactics and
training level of the undie Loiaskeed: ahaasisbien of e
assembling of engirij > )
the Elbe River defijg
movements were made
operations.
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i >etween [ Sugtember and 16 November 1954, reports on the fall
tetsuvers of the Third Shock Army were received

‘nrorratvicor wes rofwarded in 64 military reports, wnich sre sunmerized end evaluated
aa £9)lows.

e syeralsa which, ineluding the movements to and fram tire exercise aree. lusted
Yrom 29 Septembor e 7 October 4254, developed in four phiases:

1 « 27 September Adrance stipments of directd ng heedquarters and engin-er
(peragrapn 2} units

2% ~ 28 Septemter Arrival in the Wieserburg-Belzig-Brusck agsenbly ares of the
{paregrapn 3) atiack party (reinforced IX Mzt Rifle Corpn)

2% - 3 Octoner Ds.elopment of the exercise frem the southsast (Altorgrabow
(parsgreph 4) training grourds) teward the northwest {Letzling Faatn) with

ecrvasing of the Elbe River.
4 -~ T October Return shipments tc the rosts fror the Lotzling Heach area.

{pzragraph 5)

2. Advince shipmsnts of the directin® headquarters snd anginesr units of GSFG and “he
Sacend and Fourth 3ds Mech Army to the exercise sres betwesn 2.and 17 Septerter
iaciuded:
6 small shipments o signal units of the Eighth Gds Army (“rom Apelda to vicsenburg).
“aa First 0ds Mesz Army (from Drascen to Wiesenburg), the MQ GSFG (fror Weerscorf te
Altengrsbow and Hosiensleben), the Third Gds Meosz Army (from Trebbin to Altencrabow)
and the Fourth Gds Yecz Army (from Eberswalde to Colbitz)., These umits .were probshly
to prepare sigral comrunications for. the dirceting headquarters. Radio monitoring
de*ails werz possibly 'emploved or tha sonal border near Hoetensleben west of
Magoehurg. Englneer units moved. to Altenprabow and the Elbe avetion betwesn Burg and
Ferctiond (Jerichow ?). :
Betwgeg 12 nd 19 September, the following shipments went %o Altengrabow:
4 shijmeMts of units of the engineer regiment Bernburg of the GSFG and cne shipment
Ach of slenments of the 224 Gds Fngr Bn of the 6th Cds Miez Mty the $Oth Gds Sarr Bn
of the Jth Gds Tank Div and the 205+h Engr Bn of the 12t4w Gds Tank Div,
Between 11 znd 27 Sentember: the following sMiwmefts went to the aheve mentuioned Elbe
aertione ol
Tagr Hegr Pevrlisus slements with anpiiihione vsehiclss Trep Sperenberp to Guesen (3

' srlpwertc, in actiton ta shipmart with amphibisues vehielee from

the USSR), and emull. slsneats from Berrburg to Teanserhuetta (
- u(xj.men"(':l.«_
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nt Oda Hees Army 12 ship mente), , ' |
35 Mach Aemy (2 shipments); N !
1i0e Uovps . I shipment}y
anity (4 shipmentsjy
. 20 the GEFG $'rom Magdeburg by road. . {
Y suym;en : anginser units of the Second and Fourth Gds Meez Armies =i - |

Voo eapinesr reginente of the GEFG ware obssrved en route to the exercise area.
Mese troa0dition to these wnite, englnsor units of the Third Saock Arwmy;

A iseEr anita of ihe Pighth Gls Army and the 7th Gde Tank Mv which were obsurved
Loy ;’ “nedr deperture slzo partieipaled in the ergreise, a teltel of arproxiemtely

A}
i
|
bioswr e batl ss,i‘er.s is belleved to have Yeen employed.. This tends o indiczete
Vot ke .uﬂ arsert of vngineer w':its w* &he cﬁ.‘ ’gh.‘q m;&a problens of the uvxereiss,
’ REARIY RIC AALTE _.;h A4 4.

1 saptorbey o, £ fuel supply Law,,whﬁch
1 ﬁe;hur' -\\m poupac b Dy e i bhc.c-k Army dn the Stuelper

g
B » aq}_ <8 _Saplepber, the atinck party {Rec Tart ;9) assembled in the
azyed Bels 'Lg'nB:'uec'k swae.: Arpored elements arrived frow posts arnd tralniug
poratl and \mwlmi bi’s.amex ts Iﬂ; Tead, The larpe Gistanves coverel Yy rosd

y Sovievs usually prater rali shipnem
uiﬂ(:‘-h nownwm- movewente by rosd uere 3.T0

R S 455 murdag Sris yasrUu BANGUYEr, 4t 1s assuned that the transfer
by codl ol aecv Dox ULTRINARG ransuas.

o Wl wsdw o0 toe fallowing unite were chagrved en route 1o the axerclse ores by

oot Wy

whtte of the IR ¥z Rifie Corps from Sohwerin;

We Mue Rivie Div from Sehwering Whemur and Fagencw, with sowe =f the units

wedting cest of the ¥lbe Hiver via Wolwirstedt-Megdeburg toward toe east acd

: wnlts eiiny wia "s.l@heeg Kyritas tovard the eouthy

Py Vheyis 3 Frem the Wittsloek teeining grounds via Neqen»aBrs:nde-n G i

Lih Gen BIL Bete frowm Rethenowg

O Gar R Bplp Prow Restoek vie Frisssck-Weuern-Braudenburgs

Wty 2 Peige feor Provs/Huegen via Kyritz.Naues-Prandenburg;

sad Aks v e Praskfurt/Oder and Faestring and, probably, iight units of the

wlamerts of the 6uh Avty Div, the 34th / t‘t‘y v and awmy artiliery units of the

Trird Choek Army stationed in Allemershe

Y. Tra Drllowiv rall shiprents o the exsrcf:«e grea of unite of the Third Shock
Avaw ond the TT Brty Corps were reported by seven sourcess

it Tedruining Arsa Namber of 25X1
N Shiprenis
J4ith Aty Div : Pytadax &
Asty Unite/Tidird Altongrabow 3
Shock Arsy avdfer
IV Arty Corps
&rmy Unita, Thizrd . Jaevenitz )2 2
' Shock Army _ ;
Avary Units/Third Vinselberg )
Shock Army )
A;m Intta,/ Third Viezelbery 3
Shsck Army
Arty Unite,Thizd 33 tang rabov b
Shock Army andfor
¥ favy Corpe
Arty Untts, Third titensrabow 1
Shock Aemy avd/~r
W Ar2y Corps
AB%h Meas Div ranse 1
1k Mese Div iranse 3
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Twit Tutrelning Avea Murber oF
.t s et amre S Shizpmeass, ..

Ltk Gdn Axty Delg’ L AR Bk &
X Mreg RACie Corpe
anGfor Ath Gie M
Rifie v
S4th (e Mz Heraniow 2
Rifie Diw
19th Gds KL Rept,’ Geatrow 2
12 Y5z Mfe Corpe .
48%h sz Jiv dittatouk b
A8 e Die Drawse . 12
Corpe UndteiDd Miz Sauwerin z
Riflo Corps avd/ur
it Gde Mus Title
Tiv
Iftth Vegs "Div Lrangs~Farchim £
O4th Gfe Mig Rifle Sehwerin 1
Dy ) 25X1
S4th Gds Mtz Bifle Srhwerin, 3 .
Dy srti‘or 46h Ocs '
Arty Brig :
L3 Meez Div Oranss 2
QL4 Gae Wan Rifte Sevrserin 1

Gdz Mue Rifle Hagrenow 1

L4
1dth Waeg Doe ranssParehie 2
Gith (6o MEs Rilfle Seivvarin i
B
S4th Gdn MEx Rifle Ha renon 1
Dix
94th Glc Mix Rifye  Sehwerin )
D Fapotew ) 1
{(#ismnr)

ey Ui bs, S hisd Migreturg i
Sanelr Army or 19th
G Pooz Div

tnite, Tnied il erelsnen v

64 . :
. of £4 rail chiowmants wisie obsérvaed e

ipronts Lrrelved wnits o the U Moz
hird Sheok Ay :nd the IV Avty Sorpe-

P otho 3tk Moror Traps Regh of the HQ GSFG transforrad %o
indicate thut units of the €0th Sig
riicipated in the exarciso,
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ioihe evevny of 28 September, coitbat eiumemis of the following vnits which belonped

‘o ihe Red {(Aramck) Pariy wers aspperently located in the ares socutheast of tha

Urengrahow training groundss

_Miges foeys 34 Gds AMA Div and othar ermy units including 44th Army Arty Brig
20th’ Arwy AT Brig

IC¢h Gds RL Reyrt
am AhA Regt
Yok Gds Mz Rifie Miv
18k Mooz Div
1 by Comres 6th Arty Div without i24th Bv Fow Brig
34%h Arty Div with s£11 btrigades
25th Gds RL Brig
3d Gdas AT Byig
324 AMA Div

The sorscepiration of the defense party (White Party) was sccomplished rather
arobtrusively es a result of the lacation of the defenss poeitions. The LXLIIX M
£1# e Serps nad only to move the 19th Gds Mecz Div and the 207th Mtz Rifle Tiv from
the aunrer cavne in the leotziing Heath end the Magdeburg end Stendal posts to the
Flte Riwgre, These movements were made at nicht and by road so thmt the perticipriing
tnins esuld net be identified. Cbeervations from the pests, howaver, indieated thet
unlis of toe 12th Gds Maez Div frem Magdeburg perticipated in a withdrawel exerciso
in %2a QWoaes seation neril of Burp about 1 Cotober; and ancther sourece rerorted the
evacuaiicn of it summer camws of the two divisions in the Letzling Beath betueer

ob &0l 26 Sevi-wbere The date off the return of the unitepwhich in soms tases ums
dhgerved prior te Lhe gsnerzl termination of the exerciss, siso agreed with the
Loaampt ton Shet these unite participated in the exercise-,, )

25X1

\\ | Sinee, howerer, the Altengrabow aree presumebly was the first objective of
sttack of the Red Party, it is assured that units of the White Farty, pecsibly of
the 13¢th Bv Gis Tani 8P Regt of the Third Shock Ammy or tani: units of the 19th
{rle Meiz LIv ware transferrsd to the Altengrabow arez for amloyment in ths defense.
Por Anforwation on the employment of engineer units with the White Party, see
naitagranh 4 - '

Ve oogmereine rroper develenad 1n three vhases. During the first nhase the attack party

rrobebly adiarsed Lrough o deep obstacle zone (Altengrebow tralming grounds) and the

cevenge party wivsdrew esvess the Elbe Fiver, Durlng the sscond phase, the Elbe River
Soarozass Ny Wne atteck uarty and, dizing the third phase, the defenze party was
coprsd weat of the Hibe River in ths sast mection of' Letzling Heath. In detail, the

ColTowing Ubservailins wave mades

fe o dR and 19 Ssmdepbsy, major elaments of the engines: reciment Bernturg eof the GSFG
ond gnplacer oliwents of the Second and Fourth Gds Mewz Armles, trencfarred to
Altang w {ser Ammex 2}. The construetion of tem® samps which probably were to
qurcter these ardts hed bsen cbaserved northwest of Altengrabow as early as 9
Sapterher, According o date of arrival and location of assewbly area, it ia
aggamed that the enpineer units had to prepare an obstzcle uone in the area of the
ALtengrabew treizing grouads. The aves was probably wecupied by the emgineer unive
and eluments froe Hillersieben. After the attack party had passed the obstacle zone,
“he enginmecr unite were attached to the Fad Party and wers probably employed on the
fibes River. This assumpt’en is supported by the enirsining of these units west of
The Elbe Piver cfter the sxercise.
The hile Party was loented in defense poaftions west of the Elbe River veluwéern
Buch &3 Rogaets, with sesurity detsils in the Altengrabow area and se far forvard
#8 the gererai Jine east of Ihle Camal, It is believed that, in regard to the location
yT their posts, the 207th Mtz Rifle Div was employed northward in the Buch-Bittkau
ars: and the 191h Gds Meez Div southward in the Neu-Derben-Rogaetz area. The first
menticned division agssembled 1ts tanks in the ares scuthwest of Buch, appsrently a3
SHBEPT

e
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The Red Party apparently was to bresk through an obstncle sone with reinfoerced
pouitions ir the Altengrabow area, to pravent a nes rcsistance sast of the

Elbs River ty & swifi pursuit and crossing of the Elbe River, and to destiroy
tha eney group west of the river.

\
| 25X1

L
Aceording to the entiaining areas after the termination of the axercise, the
18th Gds Mscz Div may have heen employed at the right and tha 94th Gds Mtz Rifle
Div at the left. The boundary between the unite protably ran via Neu-Derben-
Birkholz-Tangerhuetie-south of Gardelegen | \
[ |and the left boundary ran vie Burg-north of Colbitz-Borng
Information on the loading stations also indicated that the two AT brigades of  2°K|
the IV Arty Corps wers attached to the right attack group (tanks aear Bueh)e
Tha Red Party was equipped with approximately 1,000 guns including rocket
launchers ard mortars (excluding 1ight mortars). With the initisl fremtage
being setimetnd at approximately 2 km (4 km for sach division), the passing
of ~he obstacle zone was supported by heavy artillery employment (125 barraels
per front lm),

{ /

/

I | Tne first elements of the attack 25X1
party presumably reached the Elbe River on 1 October, the third day of the
oxercise, at a speed of 15 km per day., After the break-~through through the
sbstacle zone, the attack frontage of the corps cannot have been identical

with the width of the defense lime {30 km) of the White Party. It is therefore
assumed that the attack somcentrated on two points and;, without regard to
rempining enemy groups, proceeded northwestwverd. The first elemonts of the Red
Party probably erossed the river on 1 October whereas the bulk of the Red Party
prosumably foullowsd during the night of 1/2 October aftsr river crossing eites
had been prepared. (Compare with paragraph 4 d).

In the morming of 1 Cotober, there were fights cn the Thle Canal during which a
wonden bridge which had been constrseted across the lDammkrone Cumal by englnaer
smite nerth of Burg near Parchau wes blasted and a minoe field south of the
cannl was sxploded. At that time, the directing headquarters was probably
located in Psrolicu, where mumerous telephone lines zonverged. Parchau had to
be vacated by eivillauns for 2 days.

All cbservations indicate that the river was crossed without & vreceding sto
or af'ter oaly a enort assembly . Un 2 apd 3 Octobor, the exercise terminated
with the destroying cf the White Farty in the area betwern the Flbe diver and
the Let2ling Heath. Compare with paragraph 4 be

The employmaeat of the enginecer unite can be retraced from information on the
unioading ani loading sites. Only one inridge for heavy ecuipment sould de
csonfirmed near Farcheu-Kelmert. The early arrival of the enginear: om the Elbe
River pretably had two reasonss

Pipet, the preparation of obstacles on either side of the river for the White
Parly; and second, the preparation of river crossing sites, possibly including
bricge bullding practices, for the Red Party. This zprlies particularly to “he
unit of the GSFG which, with approximately 30 amphiblous vehicles, practiced
witt the new equipment in the Guesen srea, On the baais of the asaumption that
at lenat cne croesing point for heavy equipment {tenks) and one suxiliary
erogsing point for light equipment was needed in eech division at ack sectivn,
and with a view to terrain ard distelbutior and capmolty of engincer units
amployed, the fclloving possibilitirs are offereds

AL s seciica of the 18th Muiem Udv: tae construovion of u ponvoon hric‘TgQ for
heavy squipkent in the Ferchland ares and of a pontcon Lridgs for light equip--
weil in the Jeriohow-Bush area by enwimser wnits of the Segond apd Fowrih (De
Voen peniing 4 oehw bilikau

SECHET
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iy river evossing with ferries by onginmser units from Bernbwry fmd

§ w Aifte Curps from Sulmerin. (The crossing points menticned are all
LU and Preamcen iy 'C:’tﬂi%ﬂd) v

v et tho QG (e Maes Rifle uiveihe scnstiuctlon of o bridge for heavy TR
sroidl-delnizt and of a bridge for light equipnent({emphibious hasty bridge) iu
w3 apy axes Yy onkiaoar wnits of the GSFGQ from Sporsnberg and Magdoburg.

~b8 e ot of Lngmets presumably croselng wiin teciiew. g Ch vy~

fhin woney wme measibly accomplished vilh tha help of the division onglnrer wiits
end “hio supnidieus wdy Trow Spersnbery. It is fairly dafinitedy believed toatl
Bre cvnsslng prlnts were covered by AL guns (32d AM Div); the euployment of ths

o

L84 regiment of tha WL Mes Rifle Corps was chessrved in the Cuesen s ae., Sponin?
mommen meere st b i onnvere t oo net ohgerved Guring the ertde- ayapctse .

is haweyns
oL et b

u3 i

7. thet the follawing units participated:
Braisdenburg

Mereoburg, Gooscenhelin and Zerbet
Koathen (HIG-15]

- )

Zerbet {0-17)
Werneachen end Briezan

¢ vnlts were transferred in auanection with thelr emplovment:
ieg ML Brendonturg-Mriest o Doeburits
: Mzye g o Deesent
o Irurdenburg-Srisst

ita were employed in formations of up to 36 U-lls with riznter
syt area moving westwsrd ‘o the letuling Heeth srea durire
inlis ware employed &% a strength of up to 27 I1-28s with

o HiGeito . i2 addition do their reconnaisrence wnd sseort duties,

: in ground Mightse A combired empioymert of Flghters, pround attack
“iipes and Srarspert plawes from She Doeberitg area tovard Letsling Heath was
cgarved a7 Lebeber. The number of 30 o 50 wrantport plenies tende to indicete
Wil parasiinis Lroeps vere wmployed fn the fine) phasg of the exerclse, The origiu
T the lrarspart vnlte oannot be detarwined: Since the transport reglments staticned
the Heabreodenburg smd Schosnefeld airfields were uot absent from thelr fieids

g Wy pasdid corczened, It ia beldeved that the participating transport wiits
wma Cvon gutside the zove. Thix was alsy observed %n preceding yoars. fo-2 planes
wura copeatelly empioped cver the exersise arss, probedly as artidliery observatlion
puenea.. M d s of byre 36 wers detached from the MNeubrandenburs transport
Teatinont lor lon of tie ewereise. The helizcriers were presumably to
06176 re mesrd of transperiation Por wounded pearsonnsl o

25X1

ure ol first elamonis in the evening of j Ouigbar, the maneuver terminated
e Letrling Keashe A finsl phase In tha Dnile zrea, which lacluded the ampl oyment:

v Terce unite and. possibly, parachute troops, was apparently held ia the presaace
Harehol Chukov. drmy Sesmeral Grecliko, Cenaral Batov and the former German Fisld
Ul Frolus

SELRET
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a, The bulk of the LXXIX Mtz Rifle Corps and wheeled elements of the other
units, with a few exceptions, left again by roed on and after the evening
of 3 Octoberc The roturn shipments of unite of the Third Shock Army and the

E from the Letzling Heath area between 4 and 7 October, which were

IV Arty
obsarved

-

Fumber of
Shioments

IX Mts Rifie Corps

SECRET

included:

Unit BEntraining
Area

34th Arty Div Tangerhuette 1
136th Gds Hv Hillersleben 3
Tank SP Regt/
Third Shock Army
304th Arty Brig/ Letzlingen 1
1XXIX (Mtz Rifle .
Corps)
L4th Army Arty Letzlingen 4
Brig/Third Shock
Army and/or 6th
Arty dv ?
6th Arty Div Mahlwinkel 1
34th Arty Div Tangerhuette 12
88th Engr Regt/  Jerichow |
Second Gds Mecz
Army
18th Meoz Div Moehringen 1
6th Arty Civ Mahlwinkel 2
3d Engr Regt/ Jerichow 2
Fourth Gds Mecz
Army
88th Engr Regt/  Jerichow 1
2nd Gds Mecs
Army
22d Gds Bngr Bn/ Vinzelberg 1
6th Gds Mecz Div
34th Arty Div Tangerhuette 1
304th Arty Brig/ Letslingen 1
LIXIX Mtz Rifle .
Corps o
Amphibioue Vehicle Guosen 3
Unit Sperenberg
Engr ?/Eight Gde Gsrdelegen 1
Army
205th Engr Bn/12th Vinszclberg 1
Gds Tank Div
3d Gds AT Brig/IV Tangermende 1
Arty Corpe
AAA Regt/LXXIX Mtz Guesen 3
Rifie Corps
‘Army troops/Third Gardelegen 1
Shock Army
4th Gds Arty Brig/IX Mtz/ Mehlwinkel 4
Rifle Corps
3d Gds AT Brig/  Tangermende 2
IV Arty Corps _
10th Gds RL Regt/ Letzlingen 2
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Unit Entraining Number of
Area Shipments
18th Mecz Div Vinzelberg 2
3d Gds AT Brig/ Tangermuendse 1
IV Arty Corps
3d Gde AT Brig/ Tangermende b
IV Arty Corps
Army troops/Third  Jasvenits 2
Shock Army
Army troops/Third  Hillersleben 2
Shoek Army
33d Tank Regt/18th Moehringen 2
Mecz Div
18th Meez Div Jaevenite 2
Army troops/Third  Jaevenits 1
Shock Army
4th AT Brig/IV Tangermuende 1
Arty Corps
18th Mecz Div Jaerenits 2
g:l{th Gds Mtz Rifie Gardelegsn 1
v
3d Gds AT Brig/ Tangermuende 1
IV Arty Corps
74th Tank SP Regt/94th Gardelegen 3
Gds Mtz Rifje Div
g?th Gds Mtz Rifle Gardelegen 1
v
121st Gds Ingr Bn/ Jaevenits 2
7th Gds Tank Div
324 AAA Div Stendal 5
59th Mocz Regt/ Jasvenits i
18th Mecz Div
33& Tank Regt/ Moehringen 2
18th Mecz Div
60th Mecz Regt/18th Moehringen 4
Mecz Div
33d Tank Regt/18th Moehringen 2
Mecs Div
gl.th Gds Mtz Rifle Gardelegen k!
iv :
58th Mecz Regt/18th Vinzelberg 2
Meoz Div
58th Msez Regt/18th Vipselberg b}
Mocz Div
119th Bv Gds Tank SP Vinzelberg 4
Regt/18th Meoz Div
96
SECRE?
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The 96 return shipments are broken down as follows:

IX Mtz Rifle Corps 37 shipments
IV Arty Corps 29 shipments

Army troops/Third Shock
Army and LXXIX Mtz
Rifle Corpe 18 shipments

Engineer units of the
GSFG and variocus armies 12 shimments

Thers is no doubt that only part of the shipments were observed. The IX Mtz
Rifie Corpe, for example, arrived on 42 trains and the engineer units on 20
trains. It 1s believed that the units invelved left on approximately 110, 25X1
trains. The fuel supply bass in Stuelper Forest returned to Magdeburg
between 3_and 5 October. Between 3 and 24 October, the directing headquarters
returned to their posts after the dismantling of signal installations.
Equipment which was left on the Elbe River was shipned away durine the month
of October, [

25X1

|
b. September and 7 October, a total of approximetely 200 trains
with eporoximately 8,000 rallroad cars wars dispatched in conneetion with
the maneuver. It is believed that this large number of trains caused
oonsiderable operationsl difficulties;, particularly in the Magdeburpy railroad
district. Aeccording to available information, railrcad administratiom persorial
and FDJ members were employed as train personnel,

Summarizing, it can be said that the maneuvers of the Third Shock Army with regard

to their scale, duration and mumber of participating units can be compared only

with the 1952 fall mansuvers of the Eighth Gds Army. The importance of the meneuver

was siressed by Uhe presence of Marshal Zhukov, Army General Grechko and others. The

units partiocipating ’ were tested and trained

in the teotllowing i1ieiuss

&, Loading cnd unloading of rai) shipments; movements to and from the assembly
areas at¢ short notice.

b. Large-seale movements oX motorized units on highways and macadamizea roads;
organization of fuel supply.

s, Defense of a river and delaying actieno

d. Defense of strong points,

@, Pursuil after break-through through a deep obstacle zone wvithout regard to
vndaestroysd enemy elemants,

fo Crossing of a river By major elements under difficult conditions (fortificationms,
obstacles, short time)

g- Combined employment of air force and ground units (sround attack planes,
artiliery observation planes, parachuter troops).

ho VWarfare under vonditions presupposing the employment of atemic weapons.

The location, scale and development of the maneuver was indicated by information
on the shipments to and from the assembly areas and vms supplemented by personal

SECRET
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obaervations by the various sources, However, these observatione which,
because of strict security measures, were made from the border of the
maneuver area, did not ailow any conclusions es to combat tactics and
training lovel of the uaits invoived. The early cbservatlon of the

assambling of engineers of of the GSFG and of Several armies in an area eest ot
ths Elbe River defjmitely excluded the possibility that the large-scale
bovemente were madg, in counectlon with prepsrations for agressiyc 3
operations, o .

£ [

25X1

SECRET g . * .

Approved For Release 2008/07/11 : CIA-RDP80-00810A005800930008-1



